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Mega-Talks 2 – Megaliths and Geology: moving rocks in the Neolithic. 

National and international researchers gather in the village of Redondo on 
the 19th and 20th November 2015, to discuss the reasons for the geology choices of 
Neolithic populations in the erection of megalithic constructions across the European 
spectrum. The megaliths of Stonehenge, Sweden and Britain will be presented along 
with several Portuguese and Spanish coeval cases. 

These megalithic talks are organized by the Center for Archaeology of the 
University of Lisbon (UNIARQ – Faculty of Arts) in collaboration with the Municipality 
of Redondo and Portanta association, and the support of the Foundation for Science 
and Technology. 

Besides promoting the archaeological debate, we also wish to contribute to 
the dissemination of the amazing megalithic heritage existing in Portugal, as 
important as other more famous examples in Europe. 

 
Mega-Talks 2 – Megálitos e geologia: deslocando pedras no Neolítico 

Investigadores nacionais e internacionais reúnem-se na vila do Redondo 
nos dias 19 e 20 de Novembro 2015, discutindo os motivos das populações neolíticas  
para as escolhas geológicas na erecção de construções megalíticas em todo o 
espectro europeu. Os megálitos de Stonehenge, Suécia e Bretanha serão 
apresentados a par de vários casos coevos portugueses e espanhóis. 

Estas conversas megalíticas são organizadas pelo Centro de Arqueologia 
da Universidade de Lisboa (UNIARQ - Faculdade de Letras) em colaboração com o 
Município do Redondo e a associação Portanta, e o apoio da Fundação para a 
Ciência e Tecnologia. 

Além de fomentar o debate arqueológico, deseja-se também contribuir para 
a divulgação do espantoso património megalítico existente em Portugal, tão 
importante quanto outros exemplares mais famosos da Europa. 
 

The Organization / A Organização 

 
(Uniarq; FCT; Portanta) 

extracted, and of the landscape significance of these outcrops. The sequence of 
activity at one of them is now radiocarbon-dated, indicating that the monoliths were 
extracted there during 3500-3120 cal BC, several centuries before they were put up 
at Stonehenge. This raises the possibility that these monoliths may have had lengthy 
‘biographies’ and ‘travel histories’ before they were eventually erected (and 
subsequently re-positioned three times) at Stonehenge. They may also have served 
to introduce landscape elements of one region of Neolithic monuments in west Wales 
to another on Salisbury Plain, possibly as part of long-term cultural links and human 
migrations between distant regions. This paper will examine some of the potential 
motivations for moving megaliths such long distances, a unique phenomenon among 
the megalith-building cultures of the Western European Neolithic and Chalcolithic. 
 
12.15 
Debate 
 
13.00 
Lunch / Almoço 
 
14.30 
Visit to dolmens of Redondo / Visita a antas do Redondo 
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THURSDAY 19/11/2015 
 
 
10.00 
Opening / Abertura 
 
10.30 
Chris Scarre (chris.scarre@durham.ac.uk) 
Durham University - Great Britain. 

Connected but apart? Regional traditions, interregional interactions and 
megalithic tombs. 

The creation of a world of monuments is one of a series of profound 
transformations that affected much of the western half of Europe during the 5th and 
4th millennia, yet it remains difficult to place the overall geographical, chronological 
and morphological patterning of Neolithic monuments within a secure interpretative 
framework. The fundamental tension is between social embeddedness, the 
immediate context in which a monument was built, or in which it functioned and social 
connectedness, the processes of interaction, emulation and imitation through which 
European Neolithic societies were able to influence ideologies, social strategies, and 
material manifestations. Morphologies and material flows both in their different ways 
highlight connections, yet the strong regionalities in monument traditions must also 
be explained. Does ‘network theory’ offer a possible solution? 
 
11.00 
Emmanuel Mens1 (emmanuel.mens@free.fr); Vicent Ard2; Didier 
Poncet3 
1. Membre associé à l’UMR 5608 Traces Université Toulouse Jean 
Jaurès; 
2. Membre CNRS de l’UMR 5608 Traces Université Toulouse Jean 
Jaurès; 

11.00 
Break / Pausa 
 
11.15 
Karl-Göran Jögren (karl-goran.sjogren@archaeology.gu.se) 
University of Gothenburg - Sweden. 

Raw material, transport and workforces in megaliths. A case study from 
Falbygden, Sweden. 

Falbygden in western Sweden contains a concetration of at least 255 
passage graves, built in a short period ca 3300-3000 BC. It is also a region of 
sedimentary, cambrosilurian rocks, in contrast to surrounding regions. In this talk I 
will discuss how people have been using different types of rock for particular 
purposes, adapting to local circumstances. I will also discuss implications for the size 
of the necessary work force needed to transport the large roof blocks, which would 
have been a limiting factor in the process. 
 
11.45 
Mike Parker Pearson (m.parker-pearson@ucl.ac.uk) 
Institute of Archaeology, University College London - Great Britain. 

Long-distance landscapes: from quarries to monument at Stonehenge. 
The Middle-Late Neolithic in Britain witnessed an expansion of long-distance 

networks across the island of Britain (but not apparently across into continental 
Europe until the arrival of the Bell Beaker phenomenon). Distant places such as 
Orkney and southern England were linked by shared ceramic styles and architectural 
forms. Most dramatically, some 80 megaliths (each weighing around 2 tonnes and 
known as 'bluestones') were brought 140 miles from west Wales to Stonehenge on 
Salisbury Plain around 3000 BC. Five hundred years later, some 80 sarsen (silcrete) 
megaliths (some weighing up to 35 tons) were brought to Stonehenge probably from 
as far as 20 miles, most likely from the Avebury area. Recent excavations at two of 
Stonehenge's bluestone quarries have provided evidence of how the monoliths were 
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Geological diversity in the architecture and material culture from the 
megalithic complex of Palacio III (Almadén de la Plata, Seville, Spain). 

Excavations carried out in 2001 and 2002 at the megalithic complex of 
Palacio III (Almadén de la Plata, Seville, Spain) revealed three monuments: a dolmen 
and a tholos of Copper Age date (perhaps Late Neolithic in the case of the former) 
and a small cremation cairn (Iron Age). Studies carried out in the last 10 years have 
revealed the great diversity of rocks used in the architecture and material culture 
recorded in these three monuments. This diversity seems to respond to well-defined 
patterns of ‘catchment’ of the surrounding geology, both at a local and supra-local 
scale, which suggests that each rock may have had specific functions and ideological 
meanings. 
 
10.30 
Manuel Rojo Guerra (marojo@fyl.uva.es); Cristina Tejedor 
Rodríguez 
Department of Prehistory and Archaeology, University of Valladolid – 
Spain. 

A chrono-tipological approach of the megalithic architectures in the 
inner Iberian Peninsula. 

Despite of the seeming uniformity of the Megalithic ritual in the inner Iberian 
Peninsula, it shows a large diversity of features, especially regarding the morphology 
and the architectural types of the monuments. This paper examines the possible 
existence of diachronic sequences of Megalithic architectural development, both at 
local level and throughout the studied territory. This hypothesis considers absolute 
chronology and the material culture associated with each model of building. 
Moreover, through the statistical analysis of the available absolute dates, several 
phases of Megalithic activity along Late Prehistory (IVth-IIth millennium cal. BC) are 
proposed, among which those defined by the accumulation of constructive practices 
will be highlighted. 
 
 

3. Conservateur du Centre d’Interprétation Géologique du Thouarsais 
(Thouars, France) – France. 

L’apport de l’étude technologique des mégalithes: Un dolmen recyclé 
dans un autre dolmen: Le cas du tumulus de la Motte de la Jacquille à 
Fontenille (Charente, France). 

Comme beaucoup de monuments de type angoumoisin du Centre-Ouest de 
la France, le tumulus de la Jacquille est le témoin d’un art de la construction 
extrêmement raffiné daté du Ve et du IVe millénaire avant notre ère. Le façonnage 
des piliers atteint un très haut niveau de finition, aidé en cela par l’utilisation d’une 
roche tendre : le calcaire 

Le couloir, d’une longueur de onze mètres ouvre sur une chambre dont 
l’entrée est fermée par une porte en pierre. Elle est munie de gonds dont l’un pivote 
sur une crapaudine aménagée dans une dalle de seuil. Exemplaire unique du 
mégalithisme européen, la porte pèse environ 300 kilos et s’inspire très probablement 
d’un modèle en bois.  

La chambre funéraire bénéficie d’une mise en scène élaborée. Elle se 
caractérise par un espace aux parois parfaitement dressées opposé au couloir où les 
faces sont irrégulières et souvent brut d’aménagement. La mise en forme très 
soignée des bords permet d’assurer un ajustement parfait entre chaque monolithe 
grâce à un système d’emboîtement constitué d’une rainure. Cependant, de nombreux 
anachronismes par rapport à ce « standard » de la construction de type angoumoisin 
conduisent à postuler la présence de piliers en réemploi. Le recyclage d’une 
précédente chambre funéraire dans la construction de la Motte de la Jacquille 
concerne la moitié des piliers. La déconstruction et la reconstruction d’un dolmen 
pose alors la question des différents scénarios possibles, ainsi que des implications 
chronologiques et anthropologiques d’un tel geste. 
 
 
11.30 
Break / Pausa 
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11.45 
Rui Boaventura1 (rui.boaventura@campus.ul.pt); Patrícia Moita2; 
Jorge Pedro2; Pedro Nogueira2; Rui Mataloto1; André Pereira1; 
Jaime Máximo2; Luís Almeida2. 
1. Center of Archaeology of the University of Lisbon (UNIARQ); 2 - 
University of Évora - Portugal. 

Tombs and Geology: Physical constraints and funerary choices during 
the 4th-3rd- millennia BCE in Central-South Portugal. 

Within the project MEGAGEO (Moving Megaliths in the Neolithic) a review 
and inventory of the type of tombs has been conducted for the Central-South part of 
Portugal, crossing it with its geology background. This has highlighted that choices 
seem to have been conditioned to a certain level by physical conditions, as well as 
chronology of erection. Nevertheless, focusing the attention to some case studies of 
megalithic tombs and the provenance of its slabs it was possible to verify that 
availability of raw materials and agency might had different roles and importance in 
the moment of builder’s choices. 
 
12.15 
Rui Mataloto1 (rmataloto@gmail.com); Rui Boaventura2 
1. Municipality of Redondo; 2. Center of Archaeology of the University of 
Lisbon (UNIARQ) - Portugal. 

Megalithism in the Ossa mountain range Southern rim: between schist 
and granite. 

Megalithic tombs in the Ossa mountain range Southern rim have been part 
of the debate regarding the phenomenon of Megalithism since the 19th Century. For 
this inclusion contributed several researchers, namely Gabriel Pereira, Émile 
Cartailhac, Georg and Vera Leisner or Vere Gordon Childe. Nevertheless throughout 
the 20th century no excavations of these tombs were conducted. 

FRIDAY 20/11/2015 
 
 
9.30 
José Antonio Linares Catela (cotacerogph@gmail.com) 
Cota Cero GPH S.L. - Spain 

Raw materials and construction techniques of the megalithic 
architectures in the Huelva province (Spain). The cases of the cluster of 
El Pozuelo and the dolmen of Soto. 

The construction of megalithic tombs implied a series of operations and 
basic work processes, namely: the selection and treatment of the raw materials used, 
as well as the construction techniques necessary to dispose and place those 
architectural elements. In this regard, we present some of the results from the 
archaeological and geoarchaeological research in the dolmens of El Pozuelo and 
Soto. These work focused on the analysis, characterization and study of the origin of 
raw materials, as well as the definition of work processes and construction techniques 
implicated in the preparation of sites, collection, extraction, transportation, processing 
and placement of dolmen materials. The group of Llanetes within the megalithic 
complex of El Pozuelo was studied. Thus the type of materials, their supply areas and 
quarries, both rocks and clays were determined as well as their working techniques 
and its use in the structures. Similarly, in the dolmen of Soto the study was conducted 
focusing on its lithology, technical treatments and placement of the slabs in the gallery 
and ring as well as in the materials used for the construction of the mound. 
 
10.00 
Leonardo García Sanjuán1 (lgarcia@us.es); David W. Wheatley2; 
José Antonio Lozano Rodríguez3 
1. University of Seville – Spain; 2. Southampton University – Great 
Britain; 3. University of Granada – Spain. 
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These findings integrate into a broader group of monuments, by taking into 
consideration the territory forming part of the Beira Baixa Intermunicipal Community 
(Castelo Branco, Oleiros, Proença-a-Nova, Idanha-a-Nova, and Vila Velha de 
Ródão). 

Since 2012, archaeological excavations are being made at three megalithic 
tombs of Proença-a-Nova (Cão do Ribeiro, Vale de Alvito, and Cabeço da Anta), 
enclosed by the Proença-a-Nova Archaeological Field Camp (CAPN), a study to be 
carried on in the following years under the same institutional framework, but also as 
part of a new research program, Mesopotamos Archaeological Project. 

CAPN, promoted in conjunction by the AEAT and the Proença-a-Nova Town 
Council, counts among its partners the universities of Alcalá de Henares, Évora, 
Coimbra, and Oporto, through several of their research centres, private companies, 
and the Geopark Naturtejo. 
Work done until the date at Proença-a-Nova monuments yielded very interesting 
results concerning the knowledge of the processes and materials used in the 
construction of these megalithic tombs, results despite requiring further evaluation 
denote both variability and standardization of their architectural features. 
 
17.15 
Debate 
 
17.45 
Poster discussion / Discussão de cartazes 

Despite limited means, only after the turn of the century several studies have 
been developed and a better knowledge of these tombs distribution has been 
achieved, understanding its chronologies and uses. 

Thus it is now possible to pin point some of the earlier tombs in the region, 
as well as later constructions. More complex seems to be to comprehend tomb 
biographies, apparently simple in some cases but more complexes in others. 
 
12.45 
Debate 
 
13.00 
Lunch / Almoço 
 
14.30  
Victor S. Gonçalves (vsg@campus.ul.pt); Ana Catarina Sousa 
Center of Archaeology of the University of Lisbon (UNIARQ) - Portugal. 

Schist and granite in the Megalithism of Reguengos de Monsaraz (Évora, 
Portugal). A social question? 

In the plain of Reguengos de Monsaraz at least 136 dolmens were built with 
granite slabs. This was a cumulative process that began in the middle of the 4th 
millennium and extended to the beginning of the 3rd millennium BCE. 

The concentration of dolmens in Reguengos de Monsaraz coincides with the 
zone of granodiorites ridged by the Ribeira do Álamo, a tributary of the Guadiana 
River. 

With the advent of archaeometalurgic societies in the beginning of the 3rd 
millennium BCE, the granite territory witnessed new ways of use: remodelled 
dolmens and tholoi built into the mound of dolmens. 

The main raw material used for the construction of tholoi was schist that was 
located in an area around 10 km upstream of the megalithic concentration. However, 
it is in the granite bedrock that the tholoi arise in association with the dolmens: 
ecological determinism or cultural choices? 



The polysemy of Megalithism is especially visible in the Iberian Peninsula, but also 
arises in other areas of Europe. In the South of the Peninsula, the existence of hybrid 
monuments, in a fusion of megaliths, is particularly important. 

The question of raw materials and architectures will be discussed through 
the large megalithic complex of granite and schist in Reguengos de Monsaraz: Olival 
da Pega 2, Cebolinhos 2, Comenda and Farisoa, but also with the extraordinary 
situation of Santa Margarida 3 (STAM-3). 
 
15.00 
António Carlos Valera (antoniovalera@era-arqueologia.pt) 
NIA-Era Arqueologia; ICArEHB - Portugal 

Funerary architectures and practices at Perdigões enclosure: updating 
the available data. 

In this paper it will be presented and discussed the available data for 
Perdigões ditched enclosures (Reguengos de Monsaraz, Évora) regarding the 
funerary architectures and practices and body manipulations, between the Late 
Neolithic (2nd half of the 4th millennium BC) and the Late Chalcolithic (Third quarter of 
the 3rd millennium BC). Diversity will be stressed and the implications of the funerary 
contexts will be debated.  
 
15.30 
Manuel Calado (caladomanuel@gmail.com) 
Fine Arts Faculty, University of Lisbon - Portugal 

Megaliths and rock art in Alentejo: A view from the Amazones. 
It is intended to discuss other possible interpretations regarding Alentejo 

megaliths namely how they related with materiality by using Amerindian cosmologies 
in general and from the area of the Amazones in particular. 

Anthropomorphism, animism and perspectivism are some of the structuring 
concepts for this approach. 
 

16.00 
Break / Pausa 
 
16.15 
João Luís Cardoso (cardoso18@netvisao.pt) 
Open University; Center of Archaeology of the University of Lisbon 
(UNIARQ) - Portugal. 

Funerary megaliths in the international region of the Tagus River. 
In this paper we present the result of several years of archaeological 

excavations in burial monuments from the international Tagus region. Mainly built in 
schist-greywacke rocks possible correlations between different tomb architectures 
and burials goods are discussed. It was concluded that over the period of construction 
and subsequent use, the raw material used, locally available, did not influence the 
architectural features, although it conditioned the size of the monuments. 
 
16.45 
João Caninas (emerita.portugal@gmail.com); Francisco Henri-
ques; Mário Monteiro; André Pereira; Paulo Félix; Emanuel 
Carvalho; Cátia Mendes 
Campo Arqueológico de Proença-a-Nova; Project Mesopotamos - 
Portugal 

Megalithism aspects of Proença-a-Nova in the context of Beira Baixa 
Intermunicipal community. 

The knowledge about funerary megalithism at Proença-a-Nova municipality 
was highlighted by 95 records in the inventory organized by Georg and Vera Leisner, 
but they hadn’t the opportunity to further develop its study. 

The Upper Tagus Study Association (AEAT) started in the 1970’s a project 
of systematic field recognition, which, until now, granted the identification of almost 
thirty monuments, much less than the quantity registered by the German researchers. 
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These findings integrate into a broader group of monuments, by taking into 
consideration the territory forming part of the Beira Baixa Intermunicipal Community 
(Castelo Branco, Oleiros, Proença-a-Nova, Idanha-a-Nova, and Vila Velha de 
Ródão). 

Since 2012, archaeological excavations are being made at three megalithic 
tombs of Proença-a-Nova (Cão do Ribeiro, Vale de Alvito, and Cabeço da Anta), 
enclosed by the Proença-a-Nova Archaeological Field Camp (CAPN), a study to be 
carried on in the following years under the same institutional framework, but also as 
part of a new research program, Mesopotamos Archaeological Project. 

CAPN, promoted in conjunction by the AEAT and the Proença-a-Nova Town 
Council, counts among its partners the universities of Alcalá de Henares, Évora, 
Coimbra, and Oporto, through several of their research centres, private companies, 
and the Geopark Naturtejo. 
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granite slabs. This was a cumulative process that began in the middle of the 4th 
millennium and extended to the beginning of the 3rd millennium BCE. 

The concentration of dolmens in Reguengos de Monsaraz coincides with the 
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The main raw material used for the construction of tholoi was schist that was 
located in an area around 10 km upstream of the megalithic concentration. However, 
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11.45 
Rui Boaventura1 (rui.boaventura@campus.ul.pt); Patrícia Moita2; 
Jorge Pedro2; Pedro Nogueira2; Rui Mataloto1; André Pereira1; 
Jaime Máximo2; Luís Almeida2. 
1. Center of Archaeology of the University of Lisbon (UNIARQ); 2 - 
University of Évora - Portugal. 

Tombs and Geology: Physical constraints and funerary choices during 
the 4th-3rd- millennia BCE in Central-South Portugal. 

Within the project MEGAGEO (Moving Megaliths in the Neolithic) a review 
and inventory of the type of tombs has been conducted for the Central-South part of 
Portugal, crossing it with its geology background. This has highlighted that choices 
seem to have been conditioned to a certain level by physical conditions, as well as 
chronology of erection. Nevertheless, focusing the attention to some case studies of 
megalithic tombs and the provenance of its slabs it was possible to verify that 
availability of raw materials and agency might had different roles and importance in 
the moment of builder’s choices. 
 
12.15 
Rui Mataloto1 (rmataloto@gmail.com); Rui Boaventura2 
1. Municipality of Redondo; 2. Center of Archaeology of the University of 
Lisbon (UNIARQ) - Portugal. 

Megalithism in the Ossa mountain range Southern rim: between schist 
and granite. 

Megalithic tombs in the Ossa mountain range Southern rim have been part 
of the debate regarding the phenomenon of Megalithism since the 19th Century. For 
this inclusion contributed several researchers, namely Gabriel Pereira, Émile 
Cartailhac, Georg and Vera Leisner or Vere Gordon Childe. Nevertheless throughout 
the 20th century no excavations of these tombs were conducted. 

FRIDAY 20/11/2015 
 
 
9.30 
José Antonio Linares Catela (cotacerogph@gmail.com) 
Cota Cero GPH S.L. - Spain 

Raw materials and construction techniques of the megalithic 
architectures in the Huelva province (Spain). The cases of the cluster of 
El Pozuelo and the dolmen of Soto. 

The construction of megalithic tombs implied a series of operations and 
basic work processes, namely: the selection and treatment of the raw materials used, 
as well as the construction techniques necessary to dispose and place those 
architectural elements. In this regard, we present some of the results from the 
archaeological and geoarchaeological research in the dolmens of El Pozuelo and 
Soto. These work focused on the analysis, characterization and study of the origin of 
raw materials, as well as the definition of work processes and construction techniques 
implicated in the preparation of sites, collection, extraction, transportation, processing 
and placement of dolmen materials. The group of Llanetes within the megalithic 
complex of El Pozuelo was studied. Thus the type of materials, their supply areas and 
quarries, both rocks and clays were determined as well as their working techniques 
and its use in the structures. Similarly, in the dolmen of Soto the study was conducted 
focusing on its lithology, technical treatments and placement of the slabs in the gallery 
and ring as well as in the materials used for the construction of the mound. 
 
10.00 
Leonardo García Sanjuán1 (lgarcia@us.es); David W. Wheatley2; 
José Antonio Lozano Rodríguez3 
1. University of Seville – Spain; 2. Southampton University – Great 
Britain; 3. University of Granada – Spain. 
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Geological diversity in the architecture and material culture from the 
megalithic complex of Palacio III (Almadén de la Plata, Seville, Spain). 

Excavations carried out in 2001 and 2002 at the megalithic complex of 
Palacio III (Almadén de la Plata, Seville, Spain) revealed three monuments: a dolmen 
and a tholos of Copper Age date (perhaps Late Neolithic in the case of the former) 
and a small cremation cairn (Iron Age). Studies carried out in the last 10 years have 
revealed the great diversity of rocks used in the architecture and material culture 
recorded in these three monuments. This diversity seems to respond to well-defined 
patterns of ‘catchment’ of the surrounding geology, both at a local and supra-local 
scale, which suggests that each rock may have had specific functions and ideological 
meanings. 
 
10.30 
Manuel Rojo Guerra (marojo@fyl.uva.es); Cristina Tejedor 
Rodríguez 
Department of Prehistory and Archaeology, University of Valladolid – 
Spain. 

A chrono-tipological approach of the megalithic architectures in the 
inner Iberian Peninsula. 

Despite of the seeming uniformity of the Megalithic ritual in the inner Iberian 
Peninsula, it shows a large diversity of features, especially regarding the morphology 
and the architectural types of the monuments. This paper examines the possible 
existence of diachronic sequences of Megalithic architectural development, both at 
local level and throughout the studied territory. This hypothesis considers absolute 
chronology and the material culture associated with each model of building. 
Moreover, through the statistical analysis of the available absolute dates, several 
phases of Megalithic activity along Late Prehistory (IVth-IIth millennium cal. BC) are 
proposed, among which those defined by the accumulation of constructive practices 
will be highlighted. 
 
 

3. Conservateur du Centre d’Interprétation Géologique du Thouarsais 
(Thouars, France) – France. 

L’apport de l’étude technologique des mégalithes: Un dolmen recyclé 
dans un autre dolmen: Le cas du tumulus de la Motte de la Jacquille à 
Fontenille (Charente, France). 

Comme beaucoup de monuments de type angoumoisin du Centre-Ouest de 
la France, le tumulus de la Jacquille est le témoin d’un art de la construction 
extrêmement raffiné daté du Ve et du IVe millénaire avant notre ère. Le façonnage 
des piliers atteint un très haut niveau de finition, aidé en cela par l’utilisation d’une 
roche tendre : le calcaire 

Le couloir, d’une longueur de onze mètres ouvre sur une chambre dont 
l’entrée est fermée par une porte en pierre. Elle est munie de gonds dont l’un pivote 
sur une crapaudine aménagée dans une dalle de seuil. Exemplaire unique du 
mégalithisme européen, la porte pèse environ 300 kilos et s’inspire très probablement 
d’un modèle en bois.  

La chambre funéraire bénéficie d’une mise en scène élaborée. Elle se 
caractérise par un espace aux parois parfaitement dressées opposé au couloir où les 
faces sont irrégulières et souvent brut d’aménagement. La mise en forme très 
soignée des bords permet d’assurer un ajustement parfait entre chaque monolithe 
grâce à un système d’emboîtement constitué d’une rainure. Cependant, de nombreux 
anachronismes par rapport à ce « standard » de la construction de type angoumoisin 
conduisent à postuler la présence de piliers en réemploi. Le recyclage d’une 
précédente chambre funéraire dans la construction de la Motte de la Jacquille 
concerne la moitié des piliers. La déconstruction et la reconstruction d’un dolmen 
pose alors la question des différents scénarios possibles, ainsi que des implications 
chronologiques et anthropologiques d’un tel geste. 
 
 
11.30 
Break / Pausa 
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10.00 
Opening / Abertura 
 
10.30 
Chris Scarre (chris.scarre@durham.ac.uk) 
Durham University - Great Britain. 

Connected but apart? Regional traditions, interregional interactions and 
megalithic tombs. 

The creation of a world of monuments is one of a series of profound 
transformations that affected much of the western half of Europe during the 5th and 
4th millennia, yet it remains difficult to place the overall geographical, chronological 
and morphological patterning of Neolithic monuments within a secure interpretative 
framework. The fundamental tension is between social embeddedness, the 
immediate context in which a monument was built, or in which it functioned and social 
connectedness, the processes of interaction, emulation and imitation through which 
European Neolithic societies were able to influence ideologies, social strategies, and 
material manifestations. Morphologies and material flows both in their different ways 
highlight connections, yet the strong regionalities in monument traditions must also 
be explained. Does ‘network theory’ offer a possible solution? 
 
11.00 
Emmanuel Mens1 (emmanuel.mens@free.fr); Vicent Ard2; Didier 
Poncet3 
1. Membre associé à l’UMR 5608 Traces Université Toulouse Jean 
Jaurès; 
2. Membre CNRS de l’UMR 5608 Traces Université Toulouse Jean 
Jaurès; 

11.00 
Break / Pausa 
 
11.15 
Karl-Göran Jögren (karl-goran.sjogren@archaeology.gu.se) 
University of Gothenburg - Sweden. 

Raw material, transport and workforces in megaliths. A case study from 
Falbygden, Sweden. 

Falbygden in western Sweden contains a concetration of at least 255 
passage graves, built in a short period ca 3300-3000 BC. It is also a region of 
sedimentary, cambrosilurian rocks, in contrast to surrounding regions. In this talk I 
will discuss how people have been using different types of rock for particular 
purposes, adapting to local circumstances. I will also discuss implications for the size 
of the necessary work force needed to transport the large roof blocks, which would 
have been a limiting factor in the process. 
 
11.45 
Mike Parker Pearson (m.parker-pearson@ucl.ac.uk) 
Institute of Archaeology, University College London - Great Britain. 

Long-distance landscapes: from quarries to monument at Stonehenge. 
The Middle-Late Neolithic in Britain witnessed an expansion of long-distance 

networks across the island of Britain (but not apparently across into continental 
Europe until the arrival of the Bell Beaker phenomenon). Distant places such as 
Orkney and southern England were linked by shared ceramic styles and architectural 
forms. Most dramatically, some 80 megaliths (each weighing around 2 tonnes and 
known as 'bluestones') were brought 140 miles from west Wales to Stonehenge on 
Salisbury Plain around 3000 BC. Five hundred years later, some 80 sarsen (silcrete) 
megaliths (some weighing up to 35 tons) were brought to Stonehenge probably from 
as far as 20 miles, most likely from the Avebury area. Recent excavations at two of 
Stonehenge's bluestone quarries have provided evidence of how the monoliths were 
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Mega-Talks 2 – Megaliths and Geology: moving rocks in the Neolithic. 

National and international researchers gather in the village of Redondo on 
the 19th and 20th November 2015, to discuss the reasons for the geology choices of 
Neolithic populations in the erection of megalithic constructions across the European 
spectrum. The megaliths of Stonehenge, Sweden and Britain will be presented along 
with several Portuguese and Spanish coeval cases. 

These megalithic talks are organized by the Center for Archaeology of the 
University of Lisbon (UNIARQ – Faculty of Arts) in collaboration with the Municipality 
of Redondo and Portanta association, and the support of the Foundation for Science 
and Technology. 

Besides promoting the archaeological debate, we also wish to contribute to 
the dissemination of the amazing megalithic heritage existing in Portugal, as 
important as other more famous examples in Europe. 

 
Mega-Talks 2 – Megálitos e geologia: deslocando pedras no Neolítico 

Investigadores nacionais e internacionais reúnem-se na vila do Redondo 
nos dias 19 e 20 de Novembro 2015, discutindo os motivos das populações neolíticas  
para as escolhas geológicas na erecção de construções megalíticas em todo o 
espectro europeu. Os megálitos de Stonehenge, Suécia e Bretanha serão 
apresentados a par de vários casos coevos portugueses e espanhóis. 

Estas conversas megalíticas são organizadas pelo Centro de Arqueologia 
da Universidade de Lisboa (UNIARQ - Faculdade de Letras) em colaboração com o 
Município do Redondo e a associação Portanta, e o apoio da Fundação para a 
Ciência e Tecnologia. 

Além de fomentar o debate arqueológico, deseja-se também contribuir para 
a divulgação do espantoso património megalítico existente em Portugal, tão 
importante quanto outros exemplares mais famosos da Europa. 
 

The Organization / A Organização 

 
(Uniarq; FCT; Portanta) 

extracted, and of the landscape significance of these outcrops. The sequence of 
activity at one of them is now radiocarbon-dated, indicating that the monoliths were 
extracted there during 3500-3120 cal BC, several centuries before they were put up 
at Stonehenge. This raises the possibility that these monoliths may have had lengthy 
‘biographies’ and ‘travel histories’ before they were eventually erected (and 
subsequently re-positioned three times) at Stonehenge. They may also have served 
to introduce landscape elements of one region of Neolithic monuments in west Wales 
to another on Salisbury Plain, possibly as part of long-term cultural links and human 
migrations between distant regions. This paper will examine some of the potential 
motivations for moving megaliths such long distances, a unique phenomenon among 
the megalith-building cultures of the Western European Neolithic and Chalcolithic. 
 
12.15 
Debate 
 
13.00 
Lunch / Almoço 
 
14.30 
Visit to dolmens of Redondo / Visita a antas do Redondo 
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Organization / Organização:
Rui Boaventura (Uniarq; FCT; Portanta)
Rui Mataloto 
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Support / Apoios:
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