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Content:

The study of the period between Roman and Medieval times (4-9th centuries) has
become increasingly relevant in recent years. In fact, in many parts of the Iberian
Peninsula, there is a growing renewal of lines of research related to the period. This is
mainly due to the involvement of commercial archaeology and the development of
research programmes linked to the period comprising the transition to the medieval
world. Nevertheless, the scarcity of known data about this territory during the post-
classical period still results in a rather lacunar knowledge. The identification and
recognition of Late Antique archaeological evidence is still complex, as is the dating of
archaeological contexts and material culture from this period. In addition, the literary
sources on the fields of Hispania, and particularly of ancient Lusitania, are insufficient
when it comes to outlining a diachronic reading of the Late Antique/ Early Medieval
landscape. This gap still exists today in some areas. The failure to associate habitation,
cult and funerary sites has created a knowledge gap in terms of better understanding
these population groups and the reasons for their establishment and/or continuity in
each region. Focusing on the Iberian Peninsula, this session aims to open a debate on
several questions such as the following: What difficulties do we have in the
characterisation of the sites of this period, both chronologically and functionally? How
can the lack of theoretical analysis affect the characterisation of the archaeological sites
of this period? What data can we find from the settlements and necropolises of this
period about the daily life of the period? How can we deal with the archaeological gaps
we face in the study of this period?
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