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Spring and entrance to the Galeria da Cisterna. 
[before (left) and after (right) the 1920s construction of a dam

 

for the paper mill]

The spring of the Almonda



Lower and Middle Palaeolithic 
sites in the Almonda karstic network
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Middle and Upper Palaeolithic sequence 
(surface = Upper Magdalenian; current base = Mousterian)Lapa dos Coelhos
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Palaeolithic sites in the Almonda escarpment



Profile of the collapse that sealed the cave (1991)

The Mousterian Cone (1989) The September 27 Chamber (1990)

Reopening of the cave entrance (1992)

Discovery of the Gruta da Oliveira



Gruta da 
Oliveira:

Side Passage, 1998

Site grid and 
work areas
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The blade of limestone rock above and behind the excavator is 
that seen from the interior of the system in the 1990 picture 

Levels 7-16 
(profile P-R18/19)

<50 ka cal BP

Level 19
(6m below surface)

>50 ka cal BP 2008 excavations in the Access Corridor (N-R/15-16 grid units)

September 27 Chamber and Access Corridor



Radiocarbon chronology
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Hearth in level 14
 

base



Hand phalanx U18-67, level 9
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remains



1. retouched flake, flint;  2. levallois flake, flint; 3, 5, 7, levallois 
flakes, quartzite; 4, 6. denticulates; 8. Tayac point, quartz

1-3. levallois flakes, flint; 4-7. levallois flakes, quartzite;
8. retouched flake, quartz

Lithics from levels 8 and 9
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